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Guarding America - Defending Freedom

The National Guard

• 1636  First muster of the Massachusetts's Militia

• One of the oldest institutions in America (375 yrs old)

• Inception of the State Militia

• Up through the 19th Century, State Militias made up the bulk of 

the military forces in the US.

• 1903 Militia Act.  Created the National Guard of the US

• 1916 National Defense Act.  Gave the President the power to 

“Federalize” the NG in times of emergency

• 2008 National Defense Act.  Changed NGB to Joint Function of 

DOD, with the Chief NGB going from 3 to 4 star billet.
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WA National Guard History

• 1853  Organic Act.  President Fillmore creates the 

Washington Territories

• Maj Isaac Stevens appointed first Governor and 

Commander-in-Chief of the Territorial Militia

• 1890  Camp Murray first used to train the WA National 

Guard

• Cavalry horse trough is still standing

• Adjutant General’s residence built in 1920
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Differences 

Active Duty vs. National Guard
Active Duty/

Reserves

National Guard

Statutory Authority Title 10 USC Title 32 USC

Commander In Chief President of the US Governor of WA, then 

President upon nationalization

Funding Always Federal Funding Federal Funds and State Funds

Duty Status Active Duty

Reserve

Active Duty (T10 or T32)

Reserve (T10 or T32)

State Active Duty

Domestic Law Enforcement Prohibited by the Posse 

Comitatis Act

Allowable under Posse 

Comitatus Act while in State 

Active Duty

Natural 

Disasters/Contingencies

By Presidential Order By State Emergency Compact

By Presidential Order
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Oath of Office

• Active Duty and Reserve

I do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Constitution of the 
United States, against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear 
true faith and allegiance to the same;  and that I will obey the orders of 
the President of the United States, and the orders of the officers 
appointed over me, according to regulations and the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice, so help me God.

• National Guard

I do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Constitution of the 
United State and the State of Washington, against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic, that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and 
that I will obey the orders of the President of the United States and the 
Governor of Washington, and the orders of the officers appointed over 
me, according to law and regulations, so help me God. 
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Differences

Army NG vs. Air NG

WA Army 

National Guard

WA Air 

National Guard

Headquarters Camp Murray Camp Murray

Size 6,000 Guardsmen 2,000 Guardsmen

Major Organizations 81st Brigade

96th Troop Command

66th Theater Aviation Cmd

205th Training Regiment

Medical Command

194th Regional Support Wing

141 Air Refueling Wing

Western Air Defense Sector

Operating Locations 38 locations throughout the state Fairchild AFB + 2 GSUs    

Camp Murray + 3  GSUs

Facility Engineering One Constr & Fac Maint Officer for 

the State

Two Base Civil Engineers (one per Wing)

Military Engineering 176th Vertical Engineer Company

204th Horizontal Engineer Company

141st Civil Engineer Squadron

248th Civil Engineer Flight
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WA Air Guard Construction Program

• Base Civil Engineers

• East Side:  Fairchild AFB, Lt Col Mike Nester

• West Side:  Camp Murray, Lt Col Mike Moran

• Headquarters:  National Guard Bureau Director of Installations 

and Mission Support (NGB/A7)

• Project Approval and Funding over $300k

• All MILCON and Congressional Adds

• Contracting:  United States Property and Fiscal Officer (USPFO) 

Contracting Office 

• Federal Funding Only
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WA Air Guard Contracting Venues

• Two Design IDIQ Contracts
• One per Wing (Tacoma, Spokane)

• Construction MATOC
• Shared between East and West

• Individual Project Contracts
• For MILCON or specialized projects/designs

• Design/Build
• No projects done yet with design build

• Nationwide IDIQ Contracts
• Maintained by NGB/A7
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WA Air Guard Program Size and 

Outlook

• West Side – Camp Murray and GSUs
• $200k  Local SRM Budget

• MILCON in 2004 and 2009

• Closing Seattle Site

• Mostly Remodel/Energy Upgrade Projects

• East Side – Fairchild AFB and GSUs
• $200k Local SRM

• Closing GSUs and relocating to Fairchild under $4.8 mil 
BRAC project

• No MILCON for foreseeable future

• Change to become an “Associate” unit with Active Duty AF.  
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WA Army Guard Construction 

Program

• Construction and Facilities Management Officer

• Covers all state facilities, office on Camp Murray

• COL Duane Coffey

• Headquarters:  Army Guard Installations Office 

NGB-ARI

• Contracting:  

• State Contracting through General Administration

• USPFO Contracting Office
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WA Army National Guard Contracting 

Venues

Federal

• IDIQ Design Contract via USPFO

• IDIQ Design Contracts via NGB

State

• Small Works Roster via GA

• Lowest Bid Contracts IAW GA Regulations & WAC

• Design/Bid/Build

• Design/Build – only above $12 mil per state law
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WA Army Guard Program Size and 

Outlook

• $5 mil in SRM Funding
• 10% allocated for Modernization & Restoration

• 90% allocated for Sustainment through MCA

• Armories are 50% Federal / 50% State funded facilities
• Limited State funding = limited ability to work on facilities

• Future Years Defense Plan (FYDP)
• 2009 Aviation Readiness Center Ft. Lewis  $32 mil

• 2011 Combined Spt Maint Shop Ft. Lewis $27 mil

• 2013 Info Ops Readiness Center Ft. Lewis $28 mil


